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obey the orders my nephew gives you. He is
going to govern the kingdom; I hope he will
do it well I hope that you will do your duty
and that you will sometimes remember me/*

During the days which followed Louis grew still
weaker. Dangeau could say: "One must have seen
the last moments of this great king to believe in
the heroic Christian firmness with which he endured
the approach of death/' Besides he never ceased
taking an interest in everything, small as well as
great. He gave orders for the Dauphin to be
taken to Vincennes where the air was pure, then
remembering that the castle had not been lived
in for a long time, he made them look for a plan
of the rooms so that the Controller of the House-
hold could use it. His memory and the clearness
of his mind remained to an extraordinary degree
to his last breath.

The fated end came at last. Mathieu Marais
records it as follows: "The King, Louis XIV, died
at Versailles at 8.15 a. m. on Sunday ist September,
aged seventy-seven all but five days, and in the
seventy-third year of his reign. He was born on
5th September 1638, and began his reign on i4th
March 1643. Louis XV, his great-grandson, suc-
ceeded him; he was born on ijth February 1710,
and began his reign at the age of five years six
months and fifteen days.

The funeral ceremonies were scarcely over "when
the Duke of Orleans sent the new King to Vin-
cennes. He left in a coach on 9th September with
Madame de Ventadour, Villeroi and the Duke of